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Synopsis:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The story begins during the war, as an airplane carrying a group of small boys crashes 
into an uninhabited island. The boys are left alone with no adult presence because the 

captain and crew are killed. Certain boys are given certain duties and they live as a 
happy, cooperative society; however, there are many in their number who would rather 
swim, play, or hunt the island's wild pig population. The once well- organized society is 

divided into two groups: those who hunt and become savages, and those who believe in 
rational living and being rescued. Soon rules are being ignored or challenged outright. 

The situation deteriorates as the trappings of civilization continue to fall away. Golding's 
gripping novel explores the boundary between human reason and animal instinct, all on 

the brutal playing field of adolescent competition. 
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Dear English IV-Honors Student: 

 

The 2017-18 English IV-Honors class is scheduled for the fall term.  These projects are due September 8, 

2017. 

 

 

Classes are also scheduled for the spring term.  These projects are due January 19, 2018. 
 

Expect to: 

a.  Read Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

b. Read one nonfiction book.  Select either Into the Wild by John Krakaur, Adrift by Steven Callahan or 

Touching the Void by Joe Simpson. 

c. Take a test over Lord of the Flies the first week of school. 

d. Complete the summer reading required projects that will include the following:  

 

 

Due Date:  These projects ( 2 reading and 1 writing project and 1 creative project) are due September 8, 2017 

for the fall term.  Spring term projects are due January 19, 2018. 

 
Grades:      These projects will be averaged accordingly. (All projects will be submitted to an authentication program). 
  

 

Reading Project A ( must be typed): 

 

1. Create a chart like the one below.   

2. Select 5 quotes from the fiction novel and 5 from the nonfiction book (can be a sentence or a 

short passage).   

3. For the first 5 quotes use a different color to differentiate the books and  apply one of the 

following themes to each of the 5 quotes (make sure these quotes are equally distributed 

from beginning, middle, and end of your books, Lord of the Flies and  your nonfiction 

selection) using the following format. Be sure not to use these themes more than once per 

book.  Be sure to include the titles of the books for clarity. 

 

--loss of innocence    --power/submission 

--nature of evil     --cruelty/violence  

--perseverance 

--intellect/savagery 
 



  Updated May 21, 2015 

 

 

 

Reading Project B ( must be typed): 
 

 
1. Create a chart like the one below.  Apply  another set of 10 quotes (5 for Lord of the Flies and 5 

for the nonfiction book equally distributed from beginning, middle, and end of your selections) to 

the following reading strategies.  Remember to use different quotes from Project A.  Be sure not to 

use these strategies more than once per book. Provide the titles of the books and use different color 
ink to differentiate between the two titles.  

 

 
      These READING STRATEGIES are meant to think about and include thoughtful  

         comments about a wide variety of interpretive issues regarding literature. 

 

 
REFLECT:         make a connection to your life  

RELEVANCE:  connect to current events or other texts(novels, plays, poems etc.) 

QUESTION:      ask a question to a character or about something that is not clear. 
EVALUATE:     make a judgment about the character(s), their actions and what the  

                            author is trying to say about them 

LITERARY DEVICES: try to utilize literary elements you know and comment how 
                                        these elements contribute to the meaning/effect of the text. 

 

 

 
 

 

Quote –page # Context READING Strategy Commentary 

1. “Ralph looked at 

him, eager to offer 

something.” Pg. 21 

The boys found the 

conch and were ready 

to create the rules. 

RELEVANCE Ralph is eager to 

become the leader just 

like many politicians 

are eager to become 

leaders; let’s hope that 

he makes a good 

Quote –page # context theme commentary 
1.  “Before them, something like 
a great ape was sitting asleep 
with its head between its knees. 
Then the wind roared in the 
forest, there was confusion in 
the darkness and the creature 
lifted its head, holding toward 
them the ruin of a face.” Pg 112 

The boys are on the side 
of the mountain searching 
for the “beast”. 

 --intellect/savagery 
 

The boys seem to be losing touch 
with their civilized 
world/upbringing.  They seem to 
be reverting back to primal 
instincts such as seeing the dead 
parachutist as an “ape”. 

2.     

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    
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leader. 

2.  

 

 

 

   

3. 

 

 

 

   

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 WRITING PROJECT 
 

Pre-Course Writing Project A (must be typed): 

 

1.  Fill out two comparison/contrast graphic organizers to help guide you through a comparison/contrast 

essay.  These graphic organizers with also be submitted through turnitin.com.  (See samples below.) 

 

2. Write a 1.5-2 page essay over one of the following topics:    Choose A or B and follow MLA format. 

 

3.  A.  Compare/contrast one of the characters from Lord of the Flies with one of the main characters from 

your selected nonfiction book.  Tell how similar or different these two characters are in their quest.    

You must include a detailed description of each of characters’ physical appearance, character traits, 

internal and external motivations and conflicts and specific evidence to support your thesis statement 

about the quest.  

 

4. B.  Select a descriptive passage of the setting from both books.  Include these passages on a separate 

page.  Write the page number where the passage can be found at the end of the passage. On another 

separate page, write an essay in which you compare/contrast the settings in both books.  Explain the 

significance of the setting to the survival of the character(s).  You must include specific images of the 

setting which either hinder or help with survival.  Also, explain how the use of these images help the 

reader understand the dilemma or the suspense of the book.  
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Comparison/Contrast Graphic Organizer 

 

Title 1 ___________________________________    Title 2__________________________________ 

 

Similarities in:   CHARACTERIZATION  OR  SETTING          (Circle the one which you are detailing.) 

List, explain and prove through quotes (with page numbers) at least three similarities in the two books.  Number 

your entries. 

 

SIMILARITIES 

Concept  Explanation on Similarities 
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DIFFERENCES 

List, explain and prove at least three differences between the two books. 

 

Title:_______________________________                 Title: ______________________________          
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Creative Projects 

Choose one project from the list below. 

 

Project One: Design a map of the setting of one of the books.  Be as accurate as possible with 
names of locations, terrain, and important landmarks in the story.  Be sure to include a key and 
scale for the map.  It cannot be digitally composed; it must be done by hand and be original.  
You may use a full sized poster or a half sized poster.  

 

Project Two:  Graphic Novel/Comic Book Recreate at least five of the most significance parts of the novel 
in a graphic novel or comic book format that emphasize the theme(s) of the story. The quality of your 
project will be determined by the extent to which your scenes portray the entirety of the novel, the 
quality and effort of the artwork, and an introduction that explains what you tried to capture and why. 
Use quotes from the text as your narration and dialogue but feel free to alter anything as needed as 
long as the ideas are unchanged 

 

 

Project Three:   Newspaper: Create a newspaper that describes the major events of the novel. Your newspaper 
must include at least four of the following elements: a news story, a review, an editorial, a feature story, a 
commentary, and a visual. All must be somehow linked into the novel and created by you. Use quotes from the 
books for your interviews and feel free to use literary elements where necessary as long as everything is in 
keeping with the theme of the novel. 

 

Project Four:  Create Original Artwork   Draw or paint at least three significant scenes in the novel creating an 
art gallery depicting emotional/physical state brought on by the themes of the novel. Your work must accurately 
reflect details, symbols, and themes from the novel. Write an explanation (one to two pages) of what you did in 
the piece and why. 
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                                             Apply Texas Essays 
 

 

Rough Drafts will be due the third week of school.  They must be typed. 

 
  Expected In-class Course Writing Project:  Due Date To Be Announced the first week of school 

College Admission Essay prompts: 

 

-Select one of the following prompts and write a well-written essay. 

-Be sure to use your personal voice. 

-As you write your essay, be sure not to use passive voice. 

-Be sure that your essay “shows” and not “tells” the reader who you are. 

-Be prepared to share your essays with your peers during peer editing, so do not write about a sensitive  

  topic that you would not want others to know about.  

-Your paper should be submitted in MLA format ( Times New Roman/12pt font, margins all 1”, and 

  double-   spaced) and stapled on the left side 

-Your essay should not exceed 1 ½ page to 2pages.  

-EXPECT TO SUBMIT YOUR PAPER TO AN AUTHENTICATION PROGRAM UPON COMPLETION. 

 

Some helpful websites:  MLA .org and/or Purdue OWL  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/. 

 

ApplyTexas Essay Prompts A, B and C For U.S. Freshman and International Freshman Applications 

Slated to replace current ApplyTexas essay choices A, B and C For inclusion in ApplyTexas 

applications for the 2017-2018 cycle (Summer 2017, Fall 2017, and Spring 2018 - opening 8/1/16) 

 

 Essay A: What was the environment in which you were raised? Describe your family, home, 
neighborhood, or community, and explain how it has shaped you as a person. 

 

 Essay B: Most students have an identity, an interest, or a talent that defines them in an essential way. 

Tell us about yourself.  

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
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Essay C: You’ve got a ticket in your hand – Where will you go? What will you do? What will happen 
when you get there? 

 

Below are the dialectical journals rubric followed by the writing rubric. 
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Critical Reader (detailed, elaborate responses)— 

Extra effort is evident. 

Your quotes are relevant, important, thought provoking, and representative of the themes of  
    the novel. 

You can “read between the lines” of the text (inference). 

You consider meaning of the text in a universal sense. 

You create new meaning through connections with your own experiences or other texts. 

You carry on a dialogue with the writer. You question, agree, disagree, appreciate, and object. 

Sentences are grammatically correct with correct spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90-95 

Connected Reader (detailed responses) 

A solid effort is evident. 

Your quotes are relevant and connect to the themes of the novel. 

Entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis. 

You construct a thoughtful interpretation of the text. 

You show some ability to make meaning of what you read. 

You create some new meaning through connections with your own experiences and the text. 

You explain the general significance. 

You raise interesting questions. 

You explain why you agree or disagree with the text. 

Sentences are generally grammatically correct with correct spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

 

 

 

85-89 

Thoughtful Reader (somewhat detailed responses) 

You selected quotes that may be interesting to you, but that don’t necessarily connect to the  
    themes of the novel. 

Entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis at times. 

You make connections, but explain with little detail. 

You rarely make new meaning from the reading. 

You ask simple questions of the text. 

You may agree or disagree, but don’t support your views. 

Sentences are mostly correct with a few careless spelling and grammatical errors. 

 

 

 

 

 

80-84 

Literal Reader (simple, factual responses) 

Entries exhibit limited insight or none at all. 

You accept the text literally. 

You are reluctant to create meaning from the text. 

You make few connections which lack detail. 

You are sometimes confused by unclear or difficult sections of the text. 

You paraphrase the text 

Sentences contain numerous grammatical and spelling errors. 
 

 

 

 

75-79 

Limited Reader (perfunctory responses) 

Very little effort is evident. 

You find the text confusing, but make no attempt to figure it out. 

You create little or no meaning from the text. 

You make an occasional connection to the text, and the ideas lack development 

You provide a summary of the text. 

Sentences is immature, inconsistent, and/or awkward with significant grammatical and spelling errors. 
 

 

 

70-74 

 

Total----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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                                Highly Effective Essay-------------------------------------                                             90-95 

                                

Focus and Coherence 
• Focused 
• Complete 
• Developed 

Organization 
• Controlled 
• Meaningful transitions 
• Well-chosen organizational strategy 

Development 
• Depth 
• Insightful 
• Compositional risk 

Voice 
*Engaging 
*Authentic 

Conventions(grammar) 
• Strong 
• Effective 
• Mature 

                               Generally Effective Essay--------------------------------                                                  80-85 

 

Focus and Coherence 

• Generally focused 
• Generally complete 
• Generally developed 

Organization 

• Generally controlled 
• Good organizational strategy 
• Some wordiness 

Development 

• Some depth 
• Thoughtful 
• Little compositional risk 

Voice 

• Generally engaging 
• Generally authentic 

Conventions(grammar) 

• Generally effective/FEW 
mistakes 

                                Somewhat Effective Essay-----------------------------------------                                    70-75 

 

Focus and Coherence 
• Somewhat focused 
• Somewhat complete 
• Somewhat extraneous writing 

Organization 
• Somewhat logical 
• Ineffective organizational strategy 
• Wordiness/Repetition 

Development 
• Superficial 
• Contrived 
• Gaps in thinking 

Voice 
• Disconnected 
• Uneven 

 

Conventions(grammar/spelling 
punctuation) 

• Limited 
• Simplistic 
• NUMEROUS mistakes 

                                  Ineffective Essay---------------------------------------------                                              60-65 

 

Focus and Coherence 
• Unfocused 
• Incomplete 
• Extraneous writing 

Organization 
• Illogical 
• No organizational strategy 
• Wordiness/Repetition 

Development 
• No development 
• General/Vague 
• Plot summary 
• Gaps in thinking 

Voice 
•Disconnected 

·Little/none 

Conventions(grammar) 
• Misuse 
• Awkward 
• SEVERE mistakes 

COMMENTS: 
 
 
 

 

 


